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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-25 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

With respect to claims 1-8, the cited prior art does not disclose, teach or suggest, 
alone or in combination, a limitation of a fence insulator comprising: "a second retention 
member positioned adjacent the second pair of aligned grooves and configured for 
receiving one of the wires underneath the first retention member and within the first pair 
of aligned grooves and the other one of the wires is positionable underneath the second 
retention member and within the second pair of aligned grooves". 

With respect to claims 9-18, the cited prior art does not disclose, teach or 
suggest, alone or in combination, a limitation of a fence insulator comprising "a second 
retention member configured for receiving the other one of the wires underneath a 
portion thereof and located adjacent the wire mounting face and longitudinally spaced 
apart from the first retention member". 

With respect to claims 19-21, the cited prior art does not disclose, teach or 
suggest, alone or in combination, a limitation of a fence insulator comprising: "a second 
rigid tab positioned adjacent the wire mounting face longitudinally spaced apart from the 
first tab and having an opening for passage of the second wire and a curved closed end 
configured for bearing against the second wire". 

With respect to claims 22-25, the cited prior art does not disclose, teach or 
suggest, alone or in combination, a limitation of a fence system comprising: "a unitary 
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insulator configured to receive the current carrying wire and the ground wire and to 
maintain the wires in a spaced apart and electrically isolated orientation". 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see pages 8-10 of Amendment, filed 9/20/04, with respect 
to independent claims 1 , 9, 1 9 and 22 have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
The rejections of claims 1 -25 have been withdrawn. 

Regarding claims 1 -1 8, the Examiner agrees with Applicant's argument that 
Lance (GB 2,187,771) lacks factual basis for a motivation to provide a second retention 
member configured as set forth in the claims wherein a pair of fence wires are 
maintained a distance apart. 

Regarding claims 19-21, the Examiner agrees with Applicant's argument that 
Wilson (US 4,263,477) lacks factual basis for a motivation to provide an insulator having 
a second rigid tab element as set forth in the claims wherein a pair of fence wires are 
maintained a distance apart. 

Regarding claims 22-25, the Examiner agrees with Applicant's argument that 
Ruth et al. (US 4,695,677) do not disclose a fence system comprising a unitary insulator 
configured to receive a current carrying wire and a ground wire and to maintain the wire 
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in a spaced apart and electrically isolated orientation. As pointed out by the Applicant, 
the tensioning system of Ruth et al. is made up of a pair of separate tensioners. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Adolfo Nino whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1981. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean A Reichard can be reached on (571) 272-2800 ext. 31 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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